Subject Description Form

Subject Code APSS2200

Subject Title The Art of Reasoning
Credit Value 3

Level 2

Pre-requisite / Nil

Co-requisite/

Exclusion

Assessment Methods

100% Continuous Assessment | Individual Assessment | Group Assessment

1. Seminar Presentation and 30% 10%

Participation

2. Seminar Report -- 20%

3. Quiz 40% --

e The grade is calculated according to the percentage assigned:;

e The completion and submission of all component assignments are required for
passing the subject; and

e Student must pass all the components if he/she is to pass the subject.

Objectives The subject aims to provide students with an understanding of the structure of
arguments and reasoning. The subject will also help students develop logical skills in
rationally constructing, analyzing, justifying and criticizing arguments.

Intended Learning Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to:

Outcomes
a. understand the basic structure of arguments and reasoning;
b.  improve their logical competence in constructing, evaluating, and criticizing
arguments;
c.  apply the reasoning skills to analyze everyday issues with particular emphasis
on human services.
Subject Synopsis/ 1. Introduction
Indicative Syllabus
2. The Structure of Argument
3. Meaning and Clarity
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4, Informal Fallacies

5. Argument Analysis and Evaluation

6. Human Service, Social Policy and Reasoning

Teaching/Learning
Methodology

The approach will be comprised of lectures and seminars. In the seminars, small
groups of 3 to 5 students are to be assigned to undertake selected topics and present
their work to the seminar class. Students are also encouraged to participate actively
in tutorials/seminars.

Assessment Methods

in Alignment with Specific assessment % Intended subject learning outcomes to be
Intended Learning methods/tasks weighting | assessed (Please tick as appropriate)
Outcomes
a b C
1. Seminar 40%
Presentation and v v v
Participation
2. Seminar Report 20% v v
3. Quiz 40% v v v
Total 100%
Explanation of the appropriateness of the assessment methods in assessing the
intended learning outcomes:
The subject is intended to provide students with an understanding of the structure of
arguments and reasoning; it also helps students to develop logical skills in rationally
constructing, analyzing, justifying, and criticizing arguments. So seminar discussion
among students on the one hand, and seminar report on the other, could facilitate better
learning outcomes. Quiz is for assessing students’ ability to understand the basic
structure of arguments and reasoning, their logical competence in constructing,
evaluating, and criticizing arguments, and their ability in applying the reasoning skills
to analyze everyday issues.
Student Study Effort | Class contact:
Expected
= Lectures 27 Hrs.
= Seminars 12 Hrs.
Other student study effort:
= Seminar Report 10 Hrs.
= Seminar Project 16 Hrs.
= Quiz Preparation 13 Hrs.
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= Self-studies 39 Hrs.

Total student study effort 117 Hrs.
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